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The Calderdale flood action plan has been put 
together after consultation with the community and 
partners including statutory organisations, private 
business and many community and voluntary 
organisations.

The full plan is available at: 
www.gov.uk/government/publications/calderdale–flood–action–plan

or  www.eyeoncalderdale.com

We regularly update where we are with the actions on 
www.eyeoncalderdale.com
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The floods of December 2015 affected over 3,500 homes and businesses 
and had a devastating impact on the Calderdale community.  
 
Calderdale is a unique place with many communities flooding rapidly and 
therefore will always need to prepare, respond and adapt to floods.  
The Calderdale Flood Partnership and the local community created the 
Calderdale Flood Action Plan to outline and agree a programme of work that 
will help the area to recover from the floods, improve resilience and reduce the 
risk of flooding.  

This leaflet outlines the themes of the action plan and what partners are 
doing to achieve improved resilience to flooding. The action plan is a ‘living 
document’ that is discussed, monitored and updated by the Partnership, who 
also regularly report progress on the plan. 

The majority of the original actions were gathered through workshops, 
drop–in sessions and meetings. Many of the actions are ongoing and form 
part of other plans and programmes, including the Calderdale Local Flood 
Risk Management Strategy and recommendations from the Calderdale Flood 
Commission Report. Each year since 2016 the plan has been reviewed and 
updated by partners and the revised plan approved by the Calderdale Flood 
Partnership.
The Partnership is committed to ensuring the actions are implemented and 
work for all. The aim is to set out a clear vision that inspires and encourages 
communities and organisations to work together to reduce the impact of future 
flooding.

Let’s recap...



Improving our defences

Work is underway to plan and build schemes which reduce the risk of 
flooding across the Calder Valley, including Mytholmroyd, Hebden Bridge and 
Brighouse.

The Environment Agency and Yorkshire Water are working together to develop 
proposals to use reservoirs to help reduce the risk of flooding.

The Canal & River Trust is studying how the canal can be used to store flood 
water and also to identify where towpaths need to be raised to prevent 
flooding.

Meanwhile, Yorkshire Water is reviewing and improving their sewer network 
where flooding has occurred in the past. Several investigations have been 
completed and work is ongoing to secure funding.

Calderdale Metropolitan Borough Council is investigating and reducing the risk 
of flooding from smaller watercourses, exploring new sites for further flood 
risk reduction schemes, encouraging the implementation of more sustainable 
drainage and producing surface water management plans. 

Actions in the ‘Strengthening  defences’ theme are about 
understanding the issues and developing a programme of 
work to reduce flooding from rivers and surface water. 

Clearing out a culvert in Todmorden



The four areas of activity are:
• Understanding the relationships between catchment management and 

flooding.
• Promotion and delivery of natural flood management techniques.
• The engagement of catchment landowners and land managers.
• Influencing government policy and regulation to secure interventions.
 

Working with the landscape
Actions in the ‘Natural flood management’ theme are 
divided into four main areas of activity, with the aim of 
managing the landscape to slow down the flow of water. 

Nathan, a working horse, helps to move large trees at Hardcastle Crags

Actions include temporarily storing water, planting trees and changing the way 
farmland and moorland is managed so that it absorbs more water.  
 
A guide has been created for landowners to help them design and implement 
measures such as leaky dams, tree planting or alternative stock management 
and a national evidence base ‘Working with Natural Processes’ is available 
online. 
 
A grant has been launched in Calderdale to help more farmers and land 
managers carry out projects involving natural flood management. 



Following the Boxing Day 2015 floods, actions was taken by the Environment 
Agency, Calderdale Metropolitan Borough Council, Yorkshire Water, Northern 
Power Grid and Canal & River Trust to repair and strengthen infrastructure to 
ensure it is operational for future floods. 

Partners continue to review the risk of flooding to roads, railways, water and 
power supplies that are locally critical. They will take action to protect and 
maintain infrastructure so that they remain in good working order.

A number of actions in this theme address how partners maintain critical 
infrastructure and the assets which protect them. This includes facilitating 
better information sharing with the wider community.

Northern Power Grid are relocating and improving the resilience of power 
substations in the upper valley. Network Rail are designing and delivering 
schemes at three sites to manage railway related flood risk from surface water.

Improving our infrastructure
Actions in the ‘Resilient infrastructure’ theme aim to 
increase the resilience of infrastructure such as sewer 
systems, electricity substations, telecommunications and 
transport routes, to flooding. 

Rebuilt bank at Wakefield Road, Salterhebble



Actions in the ‘Community resilience’ theme include people 
signing up to flood warnings, developing a community action 
plan and making alterations to their home or business, so that 
flood water causes less damage.

Working with the community

Partners are working togeher to ensure that people are as resilient and 
prepared as they can be when facing floods, so that they can get back to 
normal as quickly as possible.

Effective warnings are vital and since December 2015, many more people have 
signed up to get flood warnings.

The Environment Agency is investigating using new methods to warn 
communities in areas where river levels rise quickly and continues to support 
people who need to have emergency plans in place.

The Environment Agency and Calderdale Metropolitan Borough Council have 
established a network for community flood warden groups to share learning 
and ideas and set up a database of volunteers who can help out during and 
after a flood. 

Community flood warden network event.



@envagencyYNE

www.facebook.com/environmentagency

www.youtube.com/environmentagencytv

Would you like to find out more about us, 
or about your environment?

Then call us on
03708 506 505 (Mon-Fri, 8-6)

email 
enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk

or visit our website
www.gov.uk/environment-agency

incident hotline  

0800 80 70 60 (24hrs)
 
floodline 
0345 988 1188 (24hrs)
 


